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architecture. One of the biggest marks he made on the cityscape
was the Tijeras Urban Renewal Plan , which Max thinks would
have been much bett er if he could have persuaded the city and
the Santa Fe rail road to lower the tr acks through the downtown
area and if the Civic Plaza had been extended north to Me-
SMP&C HONORED FOR
HOTEL ST. FRANCIS RESTORATION
by Barbara L. Dan iels
The Albuquerque firm of Stevens, Mallory, Pearl & Campbell, Ar-
chitects, recently received two awa rds for the rehabilitation and re-
juvenation of the Hotel St. Francis in Santa Fe. One was a 1987 Award
of Merit from the Old Santa Fe Association, the other a 1988 New Mex-
ico Heritage Preservati on Award . Th e recipients of the awards were the
Principal-in-Charge, Robert G. Mallory, AlA; Design Architect , George
Clayton Pearl , FAIA; and Project Architect , David M. Hassard .
The Hotel St. Francis was built in 1924 to replace the original De
Vargas Hotel on Marcy Street , which burned in 1922. Th e new De
Vargas, renamed the St, Francis following the renovation in 1987, is on
Don Gaspar Avenue. The 1924 hotel is well remembered as a gathering
place for politicians in the 1930s and '40s. Th e former first class hotel had
fallen on hard times in recent years as competition from other hotels and
inns increased. Following the rehabilition of the entire facility - inside
and out -the Hotel St. Francis is once again first class.
The program for the renovation of the Californi a Mission Revival style
hotel called for SMP&C to restore the exterior and the main public
spaces as faithfull y as possible to their 1924 condition. Extensive renova-
tion of the interior was necessary to accommodate the expectation of
present-day hotel guests, includ ing the addition of private baths to
replace communal facilities, as well as other amenities. The architects
were asked to bring the building into compliance with the applicable
codes to make all of the rooms not only rentable but choice. The program
required extensive remodeling of the ground floor to accommodate guest
rooms, a restaurant with patio dinin g and banquet facilities, a bar and
lounge, and general offices. The main lobby, however, was restored to
its original size and appearance. An elaborate fireplace, the focal point
of the public space, was uncovered and restored .
The archit ect did the research necessary to restore the exterior and the
main interior publi c spaces to meet the standards of the National
Register of Historic Places. New HVAC and plumbing systems were in-
stalled in the existing superstructure without compromising historic in-
tegrity. The 40,000 SF hotel is fully sprin kled to meet cur rent life safety
requirements. Some stairways were added and others removed in order
to correct the code violations.
The 1920 s ambiance has been retai ned. Th e furnishings are a blend of
original cherry and mahogany pieces and those newly crafted in the
southweste rn style. The original light fixtures were refurbished for the
Clellan Park. In 1974 FMBF did a study led by Max of the city's
corrections facilit ies, but the city didn' t accept the recomm enda-
tions and built the jail just where he said not to build it. That's
not much to be unhappy about after almost a half-century as an
archit ect. VDH
pu~lic areas , while historical reproductions were also used throughout.
Artifact s from the earlier hotel are displayed, enhancing the image of
history and tradition featured throu ghout the hotel.
To compensate for the very small size of some of the rooms, special
furniture was designed by the architect , for example, a compact armoire
with both hanging space and drawers for cloth ing, television set, small
refrigerat or , and writing desk.
Th e original dinin g room, kitchen, and bar had been converted to
guest rooms. Th e new service facilities were insta lled in two other wings
of the ground floor, one of which had been devoted to small shops, while
the other had been recently remodeled into a large apa rtment for a
former owner. The hotel St. Francis will continue the tradition of the
legendary De Vargas and provide a welcoming haven for tourists and
locals alike.
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The firms responsible for the work arc the
followin g:
Arch itects-Stevens, Mallor y, Pearl &8 Ca mpbell, P.A. Albuquerqu e
Electrica l Engineer- Allied Engineering,
t' Albuque rque
.§ Mechan ical Engineer- Bridgers and Pax-
~ ton , Albuquerq ue
.lj Stru ctu ral Engineer- Robert D. Krause
toG Engineeri ng, Santa Fe
~ Inter ior Furnishings - Design Force,
d: Valliant Company, Denver , CO
e
1: "TIle most gratifying aspect of the project.~ is that the hotel is a grea t success.Y- David
-e M. Hassa rd , Project Architect
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